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Art. XXXI_ Report of the Medical Missionary Society in China for 

the year 1880. 8vo. pp. 28. De Souza & Co., Hongkong, 1881. 

The forty-second annual meeting of this society was held in Canton on 
the 20th of Jan nary, 1881, and the chief interest in its series of yearly 
reports centres in the work done in the Hospital of Canton, under Drs. 
Parker, Kerr, and Carrow. The society was organized at Canton, Feb¬ 
ruary 21, 1838, three years after the opening of the Ophthalmic Hospital 
of that city by Dr. Parker, who is still living, being now a resident of 
Washington, D. C. To the late Drs. James Id. Bradford and Coxe, of 
Philadelphia, belongs the credit of initiating the practice of western medi¬ 
cine in Canton, they having opened a dispensarj r in 1828, which was so 
largely patronized by the natives, that the health of Dr. Bradford gave 
way under the effects of the labour and climate, and he was forced to 
abandon the project, and return home. He was the Port Physician of 
Canton for three years, and took a very great interest in his dispensary 
work, which was an additional voluntary labour on his part. The present 
general hospital, under the supervision of Dr. John G. Kerr, is a gradual 
growth of the work of the Missionary Society and its able medical super¬ 
intendents. Dr. Parker having the advantage of a vigorous constitution, 
continued in even more active service down to 1854, when he was suc¬ 
ceeded by Dr. Kerr, who has been in charge ever since, with the excep¬ 
tion of the years 187G, ’77, and ’78, when Dr. Carrow relieved him, he 
has therefore had a Chinese hospital experience of about twenty-five years. 

The out-patients (prescribed for mainly on Mondays and Fridays) for 
the year 1880, numbered 16,860, of whom 3095 were females; and the 
in-patients, 1121, 772 males, and 349 females. The chief operations 
performed were, removal of urinary calculi 48, 26 by lithotomy, 13 by 
lithotrity, 7 from the urethra and 2 from the prepuce. Of the lithotomy 
cases, 3 died; and of the lithotrity, one. Removal of cancerous (30) and 
other tumours, in all 05. Extraction of cataract 41, and division 8, or 
49 in all. Ovariotomies 4, 2 fatal. Amputation of arm 1, toes 2, penis 
2. Operation for entropium 129, and pterygium 13. 

As the native physicians, except those educated in the hospital, never 
practise minor surgery, a very large proportion of the surgical cases be¬ 
long to this class, such as opening of abscesses, 155, etc. 

Dr. Kerr had at one time nearly abandoned the operation of lithotrity, 
as it was quite as fatal as lithotomy, and much more tedious ; the lithoto¬ 
my cases averaging only seventeen days in recovery ; the improved method 
of Dr. Bigelow, which Dr. Kerr characterizes as “one of the greatest im¬ 
provements of modern surgery,” has caused a revival of the crushing ope¬ 
ration ; and in all the cases given, except two, the stones were removed 
at one sitting. Preputial calculi are so common among the Cantonese, 
that they have been removed in large numbers by the operation for pliy- 
rnosis, and the collection of specimens in the hospital is thought by Dr. 
Kerr to be the largest in the world. 

Entropium is so common an affection with the Chinese, that the opera¬ 
tion for its relief has been performed in some years, on an average, more 
than once daily. Ectropium is a much less common malady. The ope¬ 
rations for the former appear to have been much less numerous than in 
some previous years. 

Ovariotomy was performed four times within the year by Dr. Kerr, 
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with a favourable result in two cases. Previous to 1880, there were but 
two operations, one incomplete, by Dr. Kerr, and one complete, by Dr. 
Young, of Hongkong. The former was the first attempt of the kind in 
China, and failed in consequence of extensive adhesions. The woman 
recovered from the effects of the incision, the case of Dr. Young died. 
The successful operations were performed upon two women, 26 and 38 
years old respectively; and the tumours removed weighed 38 and 4If 
pounds. 

Necrosis is much more common in China than here, particularly of the 
jaws, as the native physicians do not extract decayed teeth, and disease 
extends from them to the bones. 

Early in the history of the Canton Hospital, it was designed to make 
it ultimately the “Canton Hospital Medical College,” and to this position 
it is gradually approaching. The Chinese pupils are instructed in anat¬ 
omy and the practice of medicine, by Dr. So-To-Ming ; in materia mediea 
by the senior pupil, Lo-Shun-chi; and in chemistry and clinical medicine, 
by Dr. Kerr. The death of Dr. Fun Wong, Dr. Kerr’s chief hospital 
assistant, has reduced the hospital staff and faculty. When a full corps of 
professors for. all the branches is obtained from the graduates, the college 
will be formally organized. Women are now being educated as midwives. 

R. P. II. 


Art. XXXII_ A System of Surgery, Theoretical and Practical, in Trea¬ 

tises by various Authors. Edited by T. Holmes, M.A., Cantab. First 
American, from second English edition, thoroughly revised and much 
enlarged, by John II. Packard, A.M., M.D.. assisted by a large corps 
of the most eminent American Surgeons. In three volumes. Vol. I. 
8vo. pp. 1007. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co., 1881. 

Notwithstanding the many and important additions to the list of sur¬ 
gical books during the past ten years, the need of a standard work of 
reference lias asserted itself more and more strongly as the freshness of 
the edition of Holmes of 1870 began to fade. No better evidence of the 
growing activity of surgical science in this country could be afforded than 
the appearance of an American edition in the field. Such an event is 
worthy of special note as marking a new era in our medical literature in 
which American authors will undoubtedly assume a much greater promi¬ 
nence than they have hitherto occupied. The selection of Dr. John H. 
Packard, of Philadelphia, for the responsible task was eminently appro¬ 
priate, <ind one upon which the publishers have every reason to congratu¬ 
late themselves. The present volume, although containing much that has 
already been noticed in these columns, has many features in the old as 
well as the new text which it may not be inappropriate to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to allude to. 

It would be difficult to determine precisely upon what basis the author 
of a treatise on surgery may have arranged the order of his subjects. It 
is quite evident that surgical writers are in no way subservient to routine, 
and that individual tastes, or what is more likely, the exigencies of author¬ 
ship and publication frequently prevail over a, scientific classification. 
There appear, however, to be no special difficulties in following the latter 
method. There can in the main be but one which would lead the student, 



